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honest-hearted men of common understand-
ing, and they were not able to parry the
sophistry of Curtius.    I have ceased, there-
fore, to give them.    Hamilton is really a
colossus to the anti-republican party. . .  .
For God's sake, take up your pen, and give
a fundamental reply to Curtius and Camil-
las."    But Madison did not yield to Jeffer-
son's entreaty.    In these papers Webster
reviewed the treaty article by article, and
kept closely to his text, in the last number
only enlarging upon the insidious charac-
ter of much of the opposition to the treaty,
as connected with the machinations of the
French party.    It was not without reason
that Mr. King expressed the opinion to Mr.
Jay "that the essays of Curtius had con-
tributed more than any other papers of the
same kind to allay the discontent and op-
position to the treaty; " assigning as a rea-
son that they were peculiarly well adapted
to the understanding of the people at large.
Webster had the newspaper faculty, and
was as omniscient as any editor need be.
A consideration of his general labors be-
longs elsewhere, but it ought to be noted
here that he was prompt to see the perils